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HOW DO CHURCH, PARACHURCHES, AND DENOMINATIONS ENGAGE THE CITY

Denominations promote theological
clarity, provide accountability, and
mobilise churches and resources for
gospel mission and kingdom expansion.

The local church is God's primary
instrument for gospel witness and disciple-
making. It proclaims the gospel, administers
the ordinances, equips believers, and serves
the city with the hope of Christ.

Parachurch organisations support and
strengthen the mission of the church by
providing specialised ministries, resources,
training, and partnerships that extend the
church's reach.

LOCAL CHURCH

STRENGTHS

CHALLENGES

o Gospel preaching, teaching, and discipleship

o Christian community, fellowship, and
pastoral care

» Long-term presence and local credibility

o Mercy ministries and care for refugees and
vulnerable communities

« Financial and practical support for broader
kingdom work

» Greater collaboration between churches
« More effective partnerships in missions and
mercy ministries

PARACHURCH ORGANISATIO

Fragmentation, tribalism, and siloed
ministry
« Significant variation in theological depth

Identifying gaps and unmet needs

Specialised ministries such as student work,
mercy ministries, and justice initiatives
Training, resource development, and networking
Flexibility and innovation in responding to
emerging needs

Ability to go deeper in addressing specific
challenges

DENOMINATION

Serving communities that may be difficult for
individual churches to reach

Risk of unintentionally pulling people away from
church life
Limited role in spiritual oversight and

» Doctrinal accountability and theological
distinctives

o Church planting and mission coordination

» Leadership oversight and governance

» Pooling resources for city-wide initiatives

» Providing a united voice for advocacy and
public engagement

» Stronger visible witness through collective
action

ﬂ « Evangelism and church planting Mental health and counselling support « Greater cooperation between churches

- o Equipping believers for faithful witness in Piloting new ministry approaches « Coordinated efforts in church planting and
> the city Digital ministry and broader audience reach missions

= « Theological education and leadership Connecting churches and organisations around « Shared responses to city-wide challenges
E development shared goals « Leadership development and training
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e Maintaining unity without creating
unnecessary division
o Limited influence beyond denominational

and ministry capacity shepherding boundaries
o Limited reach across some demographics Potential to weaken church ministry if roles « Balancing accountability with local church
and communities become unclear freedom

o Competition between churches and
protection of institutional interests

« Political pressures, false teaching, and

growing digital alternatives to church life

Becoming programme-driven rather than
gospel-centred

Limited capacity to establish long-term
presence in every community

« Risk of complacency or institutionalism

« Weaker structures can lead to disunity,
unhealthy churches, and the spread of
false teaching
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REACHING THE CITY TOGETHER

Reaching the city requires
churches and parachurch
organisations to work
together. Churches provide
long-term community and
spiritual care, while
parachurch ministries often
bring specialised expertise,
access, and innovation.
Together they can engage
communities, campuses,
and populations that are
currently underserved and
help move people toward
mature discipleship.

WHAT GAPS REMAIN IN
REACHING THE CITY?

Language & Cultural Gaps

Many language communities remain under-
engaged, with limited gospel resources and
few intentional outreach efforts.

Geographic Gaps
Many neighbourhoods and communities still have
little or no church presence, particularly beyond

traditional suburban locations and demographics.

Socioeconomic Gaps
Lower-income communities remain underserved
and underrepresented in many churches.

Strategic Gaps

Many churches lack clear strategies for reaching
new communities and contexts, and often
struggle to innovate and adapt to a rapidly
changing urban environment.

Generational Gaps

University and college students continue to have
limited sustained outreach and discipleship
engagement.

HOW CAN WE PARTNER
TO REACH THE CITY?

Churches

Faithful gospel preaching and prayer

Equipping believers to engage different language and
cultural communities

Welcoming and integrating people from diverse
backgrounds into church life

Supporting and collaborating with specialised
ministries and outreach efforts

Parachurch Organisations

Developing expertise in reaching specific communities
and needs

Researching, advocating, and identifying ministry gaps
Building bridges into campuses, language communities,
and underserved groups

Connecting people into healthy local churches

Working Together
¢ Recognising that disciple-making involves all of life and

often requires multiple partners

e Combining the church's strengths in shepherding and

community with the parachurch's strengths in
specialisation and innovation

¢ Reaching communities, campuses, and neighbourhoods

that are currently underserved

¢ Building pathways from initial contact to mature

discipleship within the body of Christ
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