
Developing a culturally 
contextualised sermon

Introduction: Embracing contextualisation?

What is contextualisation?

Why contextualise?

Because it’s Biblical
Jn 1.1-18

1 Cor 1.18-31

Because it’s inevitable You don’t have a ‘pure’ gospel in your head 
anyway! It’s already contextualised!

The connection between lived 
contextualisation and preached 
contextualisation.

Conclusion: the only question is whether you 
do good or bad contextualisation! Over or 
under contextual.

     1. Learning from the early church

     2. In our generation.

A transformed community. What are the key markers of distinctive 
lifestyle (in Australia)

Money, sex and power?

Overcoming the left - right divide?

Breaking down 21st century tribalisms?

A contemporary contextualised theological 
vision.

Sam Chan, ‘Evangelism in a skeptical world’. 
Last night, while my wife and I were watching 
TV, a UFO landed in our back yard. A green 
alien got out of the UFO and asked us to join 
him. So my wife and I got into his UFO, and he 
took us to his home planet, Jupiter. There he 
showed us around his home city. We had 
dinner with his family. Afterward, we got into 
the UFO and returned to earth. But when we 
got back, because of the space-time 
continuum, we went through a time portal, and 
only one second of earth time had passed.

The eras and the issues

A fascinating book about moral questions, 
debates and disputes

Extending this tool - knowing the pressure 
points.

You do it for KL!

Teach worldviews in and through narratives

Where have we come from?

What is the problem?

What is the solution?

What will it be like when it’s fixed?

The narrative of our secular age - Charles 
Taylor, James KA Smith, Tim Keller.

The identity narrative

The morality narrative

The community / society narrative

The truth / history narrative

The cultural primacy of desire and Biblical primacy of the heart, and its 
desires - a key point of contact?

The crucial skill of engaging cultural 
narratives.

Don’t just yell / be angry!!!

Enter and affirm - common grace means that 
…

Identify flaws and critique

Complete in Christ

Keller, Preaching ch 5.

     3. Preaching a culturally contextualised 
sermon A key skill

Sometimes the cultural relevance is on the 
surface of the text - Matt 6 - being seen by 
others

Always having the cultural stories in the back 
of your mind, and being aware of how the text 
speaks to those stories.

Keller: “apologetic side bars”. Comments in 
the sermon that show how the gospel speaks 
to the culture, and completes its stories.

Conclusion: Preaching the same gospel 
shaped, heart oriented, culturally 
contextualised sermon to Christians and non-
Christians at the same time!
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